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SEPTEMBER  ELECTIONS 

Billings  and  Livingston  voters  have  approved  alternative  forms  of 
government  at  special  elections  held  September  14.   That  brings  the 
number  to  seven  communities  that  have  accepted  their  local  study  com- 
mission proposals.   On  the  same  day,  voters  rejected  change  in  Dawson 
and  Yellowstone  Counties,  a  week  later  in  Wolf  Point  and  Columbia 
Falls,  and  again  in  early  October  in  Fairfield  and  Forsyth. 

The  Billings  vote  was  set  amidst  hot  and  controversial  opposition 
as  defenders  of  the  present  form  unsuccessfully  asked  the  state  Supreme 
Court  to  postpone  the  election  (see  story  on  page  3).   Nonetheless, 
city  voters  adopted  a  charter-administrator  (manager)  form  of  govern- 
ment and  chose  nonpartisan  elections  in  a  suboption  item  by  9%  and  30% 
margins,  respectively. 

Livingston  residents  expressed  favor  for  reducing  the  length  of 
terms  of  counselors  from  5  to  2  year  terms  by  passing  their  alternative 
form  and  a  nonpartisan  election  suboption. 

Billings  public  information  efforts  were  directed  towards  getting 
out  an  informed  vote,  and  avoiding  the  emotionalism  being  generated  by 
opponents.   Person  to  person  contact  was  invaluable  in  countering  this 
and  was  attributed  as  being  the  key  to  success  in  the  city.   Approxi- 
mately 65  coffees  were  held  as  well  as  a  telephone  poll  of  every  pre- 
cinct. 


As  was  the  case  in  Missoula/Missoula  County,  the  city  vote  was 
strongly  for  the  alternatives  but  was  not  enough  to  offset  the  rural 
vote  for  status  quo  in  the  county. 

ALTER- 
DATE      CITY  OR  COUNTY  AND  ALTERNATIVE  PRESDSIT   PCT.   NATIVE   PCT. 


9/14   Billings  (Charter-Manager) 

Suboption:  Nonpartisan  elections 
Approved       6,653 


9/14 


9/14 
9/14 
9/21 
9/21 
10/5 
10/12 


Livingston  (Camdssion-Executive; 
Two-year  Terms) 
Suboption:  Nonpartisan  elections 

Approved         460  66.4% 
Yellowstone  Coionty  (Charter-Manager) 
Dawson  Co.  (Charter;  Ccmission-Manager) 
Wolf  Point  (Charter ^layor  Council) 
Columbia  Falls  (Dis incorporation) 
Fairfield  (Comission-Chairman) 
Forsyth  (Camiission-Executive) 


7,245         53.6%       6,271       46.4% 
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BILLINGS  LAWSUIT 


Twenty  residents  of  Billings  and  Yellowstone  County  have  filed 
suit  in  the  Billings  District  Court  to  challenge  the  Billings  and 
Yellowstone  votes  on  alternative  forms  of  government. 

Among  other  issues,  this  suit  alleges  that  the  Alternative  Forms 
Law  was  not  adopted  by  the  Legislature  and  that  the  voters  could 
not  vote  to  keep  their  existing  form  of  government.   Both  allega- 
tions are  false,  and  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  Court  will  uphold 
the  Voter  Review  laws  enacted  by  the  Legislature  and  the  Billings 
elections  based  on  those  laws. 

All  study  Commissions  were  directed  by  the  Legislature  to  use  the 
new  Alternative  Forms  Law  to  describe  both  existing  and  proposed 
forms  of  government.   Such  directions  can  be  found  in  Sections 
16-5102(5) (11) ,  16-5115.1,  16-5115.9,  16-5115.11.   The  last  section 
is  especially  important  because  it  says: 

"16-5115.11.   General  Transition.   (1)   If  the  elec- 
tors disapprove  the  proposed  new  form  of  local  government, 
the  local  government  shall  retain  its  existing  form  as 
specified  in  section  16-5115  [16-5115.1]   and  the  report 
of  the  commission." 

It  is  our  opinion  that  the  Billings  suit  is  politically  motivated 
and  does  not  represent  a  serious  challenge  to  the  Voter  Review 
Process. 

Justice  John  C.  Harrison  has  clarified  the  news  accounts  regarding 
his  statement  about  the  Billings  suit.   Justice  Harrison  said  that 
he  had  merely  said  "that  if  the  allegations  in  the  Billings  suit 
were  true,  the  Court  would  have  to  overturn  the  elections."  That  is 
the  case  in  any  lawsuit  -  if  the  allegations  are  true,  the  Court 
will  find  for  the  plaintiff. 

The  critical  issue  here  is  that  the  facts  alleged  are  not  true.   The 
laws  were  adopted  by  the  Legislature  and  voters  can  vote  to  retain 
their  existing  form  of  government  even  though  it  will  be  described 
under  a  new  statute  adopted  in  19  75  than  in  the  previous  statute. 

The  case  will  probably  come  up  for  hearing  in  Billings  in  late 
November.   We  will  keep  you  informed  of  its  progress  through  the 
Courts. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE 


Please  call  the  State  Commission  on  Local  Government  - 
449-2814  -  on  November  3,  or  as  soon  as  possible,  to  inform 
us  of  the  election  outcome. 


ADS  USED  BY  THE  BILLINGS  AND  YELLOWSTONE  COUNTY  STUDY  COMMISSIO^IS 


What  difference  does  It  make 


a  big  difference 
when  you  wont 
better,  more  demucratic, 

representation 

for  all  of  us 
who  live  in 
Yellowstone  County! 


Think  about  this: 


Would  you  rather  have  three  commissioners 

elected  at  large  (as  it  is  riow) 

or. . . 

six  commissioners  elected  by 

residents  of  *heir  own  districts 

and...  ,     ^  ^ 

one  commissioner  elected 

by  all  of  us!  (that's  the  proposed  form') 

A  vote  for  the  proposed  Yellowstone  County  Charter 
is  a  vote  for  better  representation! 

Vote  YES!  Sept.  14. 

All  polling  places  will  be  open. 


City  Residents; 

Vote  FOR  the 

proposed 

Yellowstone 

County  Charter! 

Sept.  14 

it  affeots  you,  too! 


Poid  for  by  Citiiens  for  Chorfer  Passage, 
Jerry  Jones.  Treasurer,  2204  24th  Street  West, 


B^r/a 


Poid  for  by  Citiiens  for  Chorter  Passogo, 
Jerry  Jon.,5,  Treosurer,  2204  24th  Street  West,  Billings. 


al]-  IBtUtiigii  ttasrllr    '^' 
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Study  the  tacts.  Be  Informed.  Ask  questions.  Read  the  Charter.  Vote. 


. .  .the  road  to  better  dty 

services  is  paved  with  a 

better  FORM  of 


Jim  Kerr 

City  Councilman 

and 

Past  President 

of  the 

Billings  City  Council, 

who  works  with  our 

present  form  of  government 

everyday,  is 


Vote 

FOR 

the  Proposed 

Billings  City  Charter. 

Sept.  14 

Poid  for  by  Citizens  for  Chorter  Passoge, 
Jerry  Jones,  Treasurer.  2204  24th   Street  West.  Billings. 

Study  the  facts.  Be  Informed.  Ask  questions.  Read  the  Charter.  Vote. 


FOR 


the  dty  administrator  council  form  of  city  government 
as  proposed  in  the  new  Billings  City  Charter  because: 


"i  think  for  a  growing  city  like  Billings, 
the  city  manager-council  form  of 
government  will— in  the  long  run— give 
us  the  expertise  needed  to  handle  all 
the  affairs  of  this  city." 

Jim  Kerr 

Vote  FOR  the  proposed 

City  Charter. 

Vote  YES  Sept.  14. 


Paid  for  by  Cittrens  for  Charter  Passage. 
Jerry  Jones,  Treasurer   ll^A  24th  Street  West.  Billings 


BCVt^ 


A  CERTIFICATE  FOR  THE  PLAN  RATIFIED  BY  THE  PEOPLE 

On  the  next  page  are  two  certificates  -  both  required  by  law. 
The  "before  election"  certificate  is  the  type  of  certificate  you  used 
in  the  final  report. 

There  is  one  more  certificate  which  is  required  and  is  illustrated 
as  the  "Certificate  Establishing  the  Ratified  Plan  of  Government." 
After  your  existing  or  proposed  plan  is  approved  by  the  voters,  you 
must  send  a  copy  of  this  new  certificate  to  the  following  agencies: 

Secretary  of  State  State  Commission  on  Local  Gov't. 

Attorney  General  Clerk  of  the  City,  Town,  or  County 

Department  of  Community  Affairs    Clerk  of  the  District  Court 


CLOSING  SHOP 


After  a  long  and  arduous  task,  it  is  understandable  that  many 
study  commissioners  would  like  to  shut  down  and  get  everything  off 
their  backs.   When  and  how  study  commissions  disband  will  depend  on 
transition  involvement,  additional  reports  or  other  activities,  but 
all  study  commissions  remain  in  legal  effect  and  must  control  all 
monies  until  June  30,  1977  (16-5108,  R.C.M.  1947). 

Guidelines  on  disposing  of  monies,  capital  acquisition  and  rec- 
ords are  being  formulated  by  the  Department  of  Community  Affairs  and 
the  State  Commission  on  Local  Government,  but  probably  will  not  be 
ready  until  Spring  of  1977.   As  most  study  commissions  have  already 
been  notified  by  the  Department  of  Community  Affairs,  they  should  sit 
tight  for  now.   Since  the  effective  date  of  operation  goes  to  June 
1977,  it  would  be  legally  premature  to  collect  any  money  yet. 

TRANSITION  ASSISTANCE  .... 

Study  commissions  whose  alternative  plans  are  adopted  will  now 
be  directing  their  efforts  towards  planning  a  smooth  transition  from 
the  old  to  the  new.   To  assist  in  this  all-important  phase,  the  Bureau 
of  Government  Research  will  be  publishing  a  manual  with  the  assistance 
of  the  State  Commission  on  Local  Government  and  conducting  a  workshop. 

The  manual,  "Local  Governments  in  Transition"  by  Professor  James 
Lopach,  is  being  printed  and  will  be  mailed  in  November. 

The  workshop  is  being  planned  for  sometime  early  January  and,  due 
to  finances,  will  be  held  at  only  one  location  —  Helena.   The  date 
and  further  details  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  plans  are  finalized. 

Requests  for  assistance  or  further  information  can  be  directed 
to  the  State  Commission  on  Local  Government,  Helena. 
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In  preparing  guidelines  and  policies  for  handling  disposition 
matters,  it  is  important  to  have  an  approximate  idea  of  how  much 
money  will  be  remaining  after  termination  of  study  commission  ac- 
tivities.  To  gain  such  information,  we  are  requesting  study  com- 
missions fill  out  the  following  questions  and  return  to  the  State 
Commission  on  Local  Government. 


This  questionnaire  will  be  used  only  to  form  a  policy  for 
disposing  of  capital  and  money  and  will  not  be  used  as  financial 
information  on  individual  study  commissions.   It  is  also  under- 
stood the  estimated  figures  are  only  approximate. 

Study  Commission  

State  Match:   $ 


Local  Match: 

Cash      $ 


In  Kind   $_ 
Total 


Estimate  money  spent  as  of  June  30,  1977:   $ 


Estimate  money  remaining  as  of  June  30,  1977:   $ 


Capital  items  on  hand: 

ITEMS  APPROXIMATE  COST 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 


Please  return  as  soon  as  possible  to: 


Bob  Buzzas 

State  Commission  on  Local  Government 

Capital  Station 

Helena,  MT    59601 


DEADLINES?? 


IMPORTANT I 


DEADLINES?? 


Following  are  some  reminders  of  the  most  immediate  and  most  asked 
about  required  filings  that  study  commissions  must  meet: 


Four  copies  of  the  Final 
Report  [16-5115.9(6)] 

Publish  summary  of  recom- 
mendations and  comparison 
[16-5115.9(5)] 


State  Commission  on 
Local  Government 

Local  newspaper 


Immediately  (if 
not  already  done) 

2  successive 
weeks  before 
the  election 


'Final  Report  made  available 
to  voters  [16-5115.9(4)] 


Manner  in  which  it  is 
made  available  (or  dis- 
tributed, if  desired)  is 
up  to  study  commission 


30  days  prior  to 
the  election 


^Copy  of  the  plan  ratified 
by  the  voters  and  any  ac- 
companying apportionment 
plan  [16-5115.11(3)] 


Sec.  of  State,  Attorney 
General,  Dept.  of  Com- 
munity Affairs,  SCLG, 
City  or  County  Clerk, 
Clerk  of  District  Court 


December  1,  197  6 


^See  sample  certificates  for  ratified  plan. 


VOTER  REVIEW     -yJS: 

St;itp  Commission  on  Local  Government 
St.ite  Capitol 
Helena,  MT  59601 


Bulk  R«ii' 
US.  PoslHye 

PAID 

Perm  i  I  No.  lS;i 

Helena.  MT 

59601 


